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fire destroyed more than six thousand houses, and was succeeded by a flood in
which a number of the inhabitants perished. The quarter which I first visited
was the one that had suffered most. The streets were still filled with the blackened
ruins, and here and there stood a few gloomy houses, with their brick walls, their
carved balconies, and their wooden columns, the sole remains of the once-famous
bazaars. One might fancy oneself on the very morrow of the terrible catastrophe.
An air of sadness reigned over the city, which I at first attributed to the dismal
aspect of the ruins; but I learned that a frightful attack of cholera was carrying
off hundreds daily. Processions were passing through the streets carrying the
statues of the gods; the temples were surrounded by crowds of women bringing
offerings; every instant groups of mourners went by, conveying a body to the
funeral pile.

With what delight did I breathe the fresh air on the quays that stretch along
the banks of the Taptee ! The setting sun was gilding the tops of the palm-
trees ; the majestic river was flowing at my feet, with its port in miniature, and
a few steamboats were riding at anchor in the midst of a flotilla of patemars
(coasting vessels); on my right, the fortress reared its lofty towers above an
amphitheatre of roofs and terraces. The lower portion of the city, adjoining the
port, has been entirely reconstructed; the bazaars there are wide, bordered by
fine houses, and filled with a noisy crowd of speculators. The narrow streets I
went through were imperfectly lighted; but at the cross roads huge piles of w;ood
were burning, the high flames of which cast a sinister glare upon the dense crowd
of invalids who thronged around them. During cholera epidemics the Hindoos
light large fires to purify the air and enable the poor people to warm themselves.

The bazaars of Surat interested me very much. Beautiful silks are sold here,
and also objects of art, of wrought iron inlaid with gold and silver, which merit
the reputation they enjoy throughout the whole coast. The Parsees, who form a
considerable section of the population, have a great number of fire-temples; but
the Buniahs and the Jains predominate. In every street you may meet their
priests with shaven heads and clad in large mantles. They cover their mouths with
a veil, to avoid swallowing some insect accidentally, and they cany a small broom
to clear the spot where they sit down. Here, as at Bombay, is a hospital for
animals, known in India under the name of PinjrapdL Into a spacious granary
attached to this establishment all the damaged grain from the bazaars is thrown,
for the sustenance of millions of insects, cockroaches, &a ; and visitors are allowed
to climb the granary ladder to witness the strange spectacle.

One of the curiosities of Surat is the cemetery belonging to the ancient
European indigo-factories, which contains some beautiful tombs dating from the
early years of the seventeenth century. In this city France still possesses a
lodge; that is to say, a field and a half-ruined house, over which the French
may, if they think proper, hoist the national standard. And this is all that
remains of the famous factory established by Colbert.

On the morning of the 2$th of May I set out by rail, e?t route for Broach,
which is about sixty-two miles farther north. The soil, always flat and destitute
of timber, is concealed beneath plantations of cotton; this is, however, the district
that produces the famous description called "Fair Broach/' Near Uncleysur
station the country becomes deep, owing especially to the-frequent inundations of
the MTerbudda, which we cross before reaching Broach. This river is, next to the